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The ARGUMENT. 


HE SEUS, Duke of Athens, having brought the Princeſs 


Hippolita from the Amazons, deſigns to marry her in a few 
days. In the mean time Egeus, one of his courtiers, complains 


to him of his daughter Hermia's love to Lyſander, and averſion 
to Demetrius, for whom he intended her. Hermia refuſes to 
marry Demetrius, and the Duke allows her four days, either to 


obey her father, to be put to death, or to vow perpetual cha- 
ſtity. Lyſander perſuades her to fly with him from Athens, and 


; many him: She conſents, and informs her friend Helena of 
her deſign, who, out of dotage on Demetrius, acquaints him 
with it. He purſues Hermia, and Helma follows him. Thus, 
they all meet at a wood, ſome little diſtance from Athens, 


where they become liable to the power of the Fairies. 


Oberon, King of the Fairies, and Titania his Queen, being 


come to give a bleſſing to Theſens wedding, quarrel. about 
an Indian | ay whom the Queen loved, to the raiſing Ob- 
ron's jealouſy. Oberon, in revenge, and to get the boy from 
her, charms the Queen to be enamour'd of the firſt live 
creature ſhe ſhould ſee, and ſends Puck with the ſame charm. 
to force Demetrius to love Helena, but my miſtake, Puck” 
charms Lyſander, who then loaths Hermia, and becomes in 
love with Helena. Oberon, ſeeing the miſtake, charms De- 
metrius, who alſo falls in love with Helena. This produces 
a quarrel ; but the rivals are prevented fighting by the aiti- 
hce of Puck, Oberon, having got the Indian boy, puts an 
end to the charm that held the Queen enamoured of a clown :. 
The lovers being aſleep are likewiſe fi eed from the power 
of the charm. Theſeus, Hippolita, Egeus, &c. coming to 
hunt in the Wood, find the four lovers ſleeping ; they are 
waked with the ſound of the horns, and Demetrius avowing. 


his love to Helena, and Ly/ander avowing his love to Hermia, 


they are married at the ſame time with Theſeus and Hip- 
pouta, | | | " 4 4. Zo 
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And now aſt Mercy, the following Errors © 
A 2 


eee eee I IOINITOROS 
P R Ogg LI E, 


Written and ſj poken, by Me. Gannics, 


Enter—Ineeruping the Band of Maſi, A. 


Moment ſhop your: tunefu] Fi iger, pray. OI 
A W#hile Here, as uſual, I my Duty pay, To the Audience, 


Don't frown, my Friends, [to the Band] ou Jo ate 
e r | 

Dio if not | here, is felt each dying Strain, 
Pear I ſhall Speak and you will Scrape in vain, \, _ 

To. ſee me Now, you b n the ſtrangeſt Thing ! 

For, like: Friend Benedick, I cannot fing ! + 

Det in this Prologue, cry but you, Coraggio! 

PI Speak you both a ' Jigs and an Adagio. 
erſian King, as Perſian Tales relate, 

Of?” went diſeuis d, to hear the People prate ; 

So, curious I, ſometimes ſteal forth, incog, 

To bear what- Critics croak of \me—King Log. 

Three Nights ago, I beard a Tee a Tae | 

Which fd, at once, our Engliſh Opera's Fate: 

One was a Youth born here, but fluſh from Rome, 


The other born abroad, but bert his Home, 


Aud firſt the Engliſh Foreigner began, 

Who thus addreſũd the foreign Engliſhman; 

An Engliſh Opera! is wot to be borne © 
1, both my Country, and their Muſic ſcorn, 
Oh, Ss their Ally Croakers, and their Early-Horn. 
Signor ſi — bat ſons — wors recitativos 

Il cutco, è beſtiale e cativo, 


This ſaid, I made my xit, full of Terrors! 
Ex- 


A PE 0 8 WER. AQ 


— 


Keeuſt us fl, for valiſhly Juppoſingy > E T 5 
Nur Country man comtd pleaſe you- in r Fe | 


1 


1 8 7 
An Op. ra tool—; lay 'd by an Eng] Ban 6 4h : . 
W rote in 4 { Loriguage Sb 5 you un 7 angs Fans - 1 
T dare not fay, WHO wt? i- Fund tell 3 % 


To ſoften Malter. — Signor . 1 5 

_ This ankward Drama 77 * ence )) 

J guilty too, of Poetry and Senſe: | + 
And iben the Price 40 aA all ae its 1 8 
So low, ſo unlike Opti d excuſe, 1 
Well neu that Fault, whenrrorr: vun Hall chuſe it. 1 
Our laſt Miſchance, and wor ſe than all the reſt, 

N hic h turns tht whole-Performance tea Jeſt, 7 © 1 + 
OUR Singers all axe well, and all auul dd their beſt. 

But y would: Pig. raſh Foal, this Englithmas,.. et 
Aitempt an Op ra? ——tis the ſtrangeſt Plan! 3 F 
 &rruck with the hy f his Maſter's Ar, 
Whoſe ſacred Drama pe and moll the is 
Whoſe Hevenberk Siri ihe coldeſt Breaſt in pire, 
hoſe Chorus. 05 e the Sou . 
Tnflam'd, aſtoniſp 4995 . r, eee 
When Samſon groans, v As Saul deſpairs; 
The Pupil wrote—bis Work is now before 4 98 | 

And waits your Stamp ma8p of Difany, or Gtoryt eo 
Zet, ere bis Errors d bis, Faults go, ; 

| Y Jay, ow Fall, Thoſe En if art bt; c 

owgh the Claude appear" ſome Ska che Rig: 
"TREE 4 vi bare ge yo aan . r: Mater . 
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DRAMATIS PERSONA. 


Trzszus, Duke of Athens, "Mr: Board) | 
Eozus, an Athenian Lord, Mr. Chamnys. 


LLYSANDE N, in Love with Heals, Sig. Curioni. 


Dz METRIUS\ in Love with HRMIA, Mr. Able. - 


** 


Hieyor ITA, SPrinecs of th Amazons, | Mrs: vate: 


betrothed to T'HESEU 8, 


Love with, Lys AN DER, 
Hs LEN % in Love with ne M. rs. pen, 


R Wee A 


9 BER 0 w, King of ts Fa irie, Maſter da. 
TITAN IA, Queen of the Fairies, Miſs Young. 


Puck, or Ronin GoODFBLLOW, a Fairy, Maſter des: 


ns q N \ LT BMA TS, | 
A Fairy, . wo | P Maſter Evans. 
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Ober F. airles ating the King al ETA | 
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The Scene hes in Athens, an in + Wiid not fo 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


M- ANY Paſſages of the firſt Merit, and ſome. a LOR 
Scenes in the Midſummer: Night's Dream, are ne- 
ceſſarily omitted in this Opera, to reduce the Perform- 
ance to a proper length ; it was feared that even the 
beſt Poetry would appear tedious when only ſupported 


** 15 


_ 


by Recitative. Where Shakeſpear has not ſupplied the 
| Compoſer with Songs, he has taken them from Milton, 
Waller, Dryden, Lanſdown, Hammond, Sc, and it is hoped 


they will not ſeem to be unnaturally introduced. 


Hz E RMT Fs "of Oven 7 Eorus, in { Sig, Paſerini. 1 
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THE 


ACT L. SCENE 1 


Enter 11 0 1 Nr er with 
Attendants. 


* * 
+ % 
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7 H Ex 8 £ U $. 
ER OW, fair Hippolita, our nuptial hour 
* N 7 Draws on apace, four happy days bring in 
EK Another moon: but oh, een how 
1 eee eee eee 
This old r ſhe linger my d 
Awake the pert and nimble ff pit ef F — 
| Turn melahcholy forth 9 na ak nc u! 


A 4 . "hy 


"BF ATRTE' 


companion 16 not For our po 


But 1 will id "AJ; in another key, 


With pomp, with triumph, and with revelling. 


7 TLIT 


AIR. 
En air awith ſounds of joy 
ymeny With tle uin 
Bring Jong and dance and 5 
From this out great folemnity, 
1 Drive care and ſorrow far away; 


I all te mirtl/dnd bolidiy ! ( 


* 


7 — — ——— — SC E. N my E 9 II. — tes OS N * 


Enter E 6 Ru il AND E R, 


and DEMETRIUS. 
Ar J. T 1 10 4 % HUS e d 1 TH 


_EGEVS. 
Happy be Theſeus, our renowned Duke. 


THESEUS. Mo 
1d I TOXIN 
Thanks, * 


if + 
2 WN LY 11 22 7 * , 
PS. : F | Yes, TS Ci * TA 7 * 
fi: D FY (1 87 1368091 101 us. "A FF IS-4 bs a 
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—_ | ben E GAE u oA N. 
Foll of vexation, come I with — 
Againſt my child, my daughter Herma. 
Stand forth, Demetrius; my noble lord. 
This man hath my conſent to. marry her. 


atk as 
Fw 4 "a 
4 as -4 ” | | . 
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The worſt of 4 it 1 1 refuſe Demetrius. 


For aye to be in ſhady deer mer ', 


Cy faint 12 to the cold fruitleſs moon. 


De HAIRIE S. 9 
Stand forth, Lyfpmer and my gracious duke, 
This man hath witeh d the boſom of my child; 
With cunning hath he filch'd: my dae har; 
Turn diher obedience, to-ftubborn harſhneſsz. 
Therefore do claim the Athentan law. 


Nor & 
+ »wS\24 


As ſhe is mine I may diſpoſe of her: 


Which ſhall þe either to Demetrius, 


£143 IIe 
ain 54-1 
Or to her grave. | Ef PE” | 
QI 47 £3 4 Iv vio. Þ; OE CE 
Wa E "TH H, E SE v 1. bai 210 By 


What ſay; vou, Hermine be * 5 4, i mal, | 
To you your father ſhould be as a God; 


One that "OR 'd your beauties. 


x E R MI . EINE 
3 would: my aer look d but with y oe. 


AP 1 Pp & E * 1 ; | wy fa 


W 


Rather your oe muſt with his june looks 


— nE RMIA. N Vr 
1do | beſroch. your grace, that I may no 


THESEUS. 
Either to die the death, or to abjure 17 25 
For ever the ſoeiety of men. 


To live a barren fiſter all your life, 


. Thrice 


ro The FAIRIES 

Thrice bleſſed they that maſter ſo their blood, 

To undergo ſuch maiden pilgrimage! 

But earthlier happy is the roſe diſtill'd, 
Than that, which, withering on the vitgin thorn, 
Grows, lives, and dev & in lingle * | 


W 
So will 1 grow, ſo live, ſo die, my Lord, 
Ere I will yield my virgin patent up 
Unto his lordſhip, to whoſe unwiſh'd yoke 
My foul conſents not to give ſovereignty. 


AIR. 


With mean diſguiſe let orbers aattre bu de, 
And miumick\ virtue with the paint of art; 
J. corn the cheat of reaſan's fooliſh. pride, 

And boaſt the graceful weakneſs of. my heart 5 
The more I think, the more I feel my pain, 
Aud learn the move each heav'nly charm to Prise, 
While fools, too light fon paſſion, ſafe remain, 

And duil ſenſation keeps the ſtupid wiſe. 

THESEUS. 

Take time to pauſe, and by the next new moon, 
The ſealing day betwixt my love and me, 
Upon that day either prepare to die, 
For diſobedience. to your father's will; 
Or elſe to wed Demetrius, as he would; 

3 Or 


— * 


The FAIRIES. 11 
Or on Dana's alas, to proteſt, 7 
For aye, auſterity, and ſingle life. 


OTE 
Fm i is mine, and all my cight of ber” 
I do eſtate unto Demetrius. 


bars ndl 
M ade love to Nedar's daughter ee, | | 
And won her ſoul, and ſhe, ſweet lady, doats, 
Devoutly doats, doats in idolatry, l | 
Upon this Ls and inconſtant man. 


- H ESE US. 
I muſt confeſs that I have heard ſo much 
But come, Egeus, and Demetrius come, 
I have ſome private ſchooling | for you both: 
Of this no more—Let not theſe j jars untune 
Our hearts, high-ſtrun g to harmony and love. | 


AIR and CHORUS. 


Toy alone ſhall employ 6, 

No griefs ſhall annoy us, 
No fighs the ſad heart ſhall betray; 

Let the vaulted roof ring, 
oF Let the full chorus ing. 
Ble/t Theſeus and Hippolita! IExeunt. 


SCENE 


* 


5 % 


8. OE 55 'S 
Monent LYSANDER' nd HERNIA 
29 „ 1081 JH le Dis 2/497 HY 


= How now, my love? why is ; your heck fo pe 
= How * the toled there do fade 2 falt? 


ar ore ©) 0: 297% 111) * 


11 ERM IA. 1 188 


8 727 2 1 


Belike for want of rain, which 1 could walk Rb 
Beteem them whos the tempeſt of mine er. 3 
| YB N DER 55 
Hermia, for 2 that ever could read, 
Could ever hear by. tale of hiſtory, £ 
The courſe of, true. love never ld. dun a ood, 
But either it was different. in blood; 
Strangely milprafted. in reſpect of years, - an aig 20 


Or elle.it ood. ppon.the chere friends, % 
Or if there were a f mpathy of choice; 


War, death, or ſtkitefs; Ad" Tay * to it „ : 


Making it momentary,as.a. found,. 1 | 
Swift as a — Wort; as is. a dgea am. | 1 


vo BE Rat Ap) hs vo 
If then true ee beef 208 ctoſt, 
Tt ſtands as an ediſt In destiny: 9 
Ther let us teach our trihl Nage bee Wag 
Becauſe it is a cuſtomary croſs, 


5 12 


Te FA IRIE. 3 
As due to love, as thoughts and dreams and ſighs, 
Wiſhes and tears, poor Fancy's followers | Sa 


LYSANDER. Fe OF INI 

A a perfuaſion, therefote hear me; Hermia + ge 
Steal forth thy Father s houſe to-morrow night, 
And in the wood, a league without the town, 
There will T ſtay for thee, there' marry thee, 
And fly from Athens and her rigorous —_— 
Thou know ſt the place, where Idid meet thee once 
TO do obſervance to the morn of yy” 5 


When that gay ſeaſam did us lead 

Jo the tann'dibay-cark in the mead, 
When the merry.bells rung round, 
And the rebecks briſk did found, 
When youn g and old came forth to Phy. 
On a ſunſhine ay. va 


Let us wander far Way, 

Where the nibbli "g flach do firay 
O'er the mountains barren breaſt, 
Where labouring clouds db often reſt, 
O'er the meads with. daizies fY'q 'd, 
Salobre brooks and 7 rivers Wide, 


H E R. 


. The F A 1 R T E 
ent ther. 
10 good Lyſander, 
I ſwear to thee, by Cupid's Tas bow, 
By his beſt arrow with the golden head, 
By the ſimplicity of Venus doves, | 
By that which knitteth ſouls, and proſpers loves; 
By all the vows that men have ever broke, 
In number more than ever woman ſpoke, 
Hermia to-morrow in the depth of night 
Will meet Lyſander, ang attempt her fight. 


S C EAN E IV. 
Enter HELENA. 


a 4, NOR M IA. 
Good ſpeed, fair Helena, whither away? 
| HELE N A. 


Call you me fair? that fair again unſay, 
Demetrius loves you, 


A I R. 
O Hermia fair, O happy, happy fair, 


Your eyes are loadeſtars, and your tongue's feveet air; 
More tuneable than lark to ſhepherd's ear, 

When wheat is green, when hawthorn buds appear: 

O teach me how you look, and with what art 


You ſway the motion of your lover's heart. | 
ws H E R- 


Th FAIRIES N 


© HERMIA. 
I frown upon him, yet he loves me ſtill. 


HELENA. | 
Oh that your frowns would teach my Giles ſuch 
mill! e 2 
HERMIA. : 


Take 2 z he no more {hall ſee my + od, 
| Lnfander and myſelf will fly this place. 


gw 7 = 
Before the time I did Lyfander ſee, 
Seem d Athens lite a paradiſe to me: 
O then, what graces in my love do dwell, 
That he hath turn'd a heaven into a Zell / 


LYSANDER. 

Helen, to you our minds we will unfold ; 
To-morrow night, when Phzbe doth behold 
Her ſilver viſage in the wat'ry glaſs, 

Decking with liquid pearl the bladed graſs, 
(A time that lovers flights doth ſtill conceal) 
TR Athens mo have we devis'd to ſteal. 


HERMIA. | 
And in the wood, where often you and 8 
Upon faint primroſe beds were wont to lie, 


n our boſoms of their counſels ſweet; = | 
There 


16 5 The F AIR. IE * 
There my Lyſander and myſelf ſhall _ 


And thence from Athens, turn aw 8 en 
To ſeek new friends aud mi Ante 


Fare wel, 7 bent low. 


e LYSANDER, ' 3863 0 
Helen hes, Ii. d 
As you! on Wel Demet us doat on you. 
Fes, Dee 
of got /3 pet Wo ade 


SCENE V. 


W EN N 

Tu tell Demetrius of fait Hermes! 8 fight > 
Then to the wood will he to-morrow. night © © 
Purſue: her ; ; I'll at. diſtance ſteal behind, 
His fight alone will eaſe my tortur'd mind. 
How happy ſome o'er other ſome can be? 
Through Athens I am thought as fair as me. e 
But what of that, Demetrius thinks not _” oy hs 


A 


AIR, 


Love hoks not with the eyes * with the 1 
And therefore is wing d Cupid painted blind: 
Nor bath love 's mind of any judgment tele; 
Wings, and no eyes, figure unheedy haſte, 
And therefore 1 is love faid to be a child, © 
—_— in "chore be often is beguil d. =o 
— 8 CENE 


The FAIRIES. 


SCEN E VI. 
Changes to a Foreſt. 


17 


Enter 2 F AIRY at one Door, and PUCK at another, 


PUCK. 
How now, 8 pirit, whither wander you? 


FAIRY. 
Over hill, over dale, 


Through buſh, through briar, 
| Over park, over pale, 
Through flood, through fire, 
I do wander every where, 
Swifter than the moon's ſphere ; 
And ] ſerve the Fairy Queen, 
To dew her orbs upon the green. 

| PUCK. 

I mult go ſeek ſome dew-drops here, 

And hang a pearl in every cowllip's ear. 


AL KR. 


Where the bee facks, there lurk FA 
In a cowflif's bell Tlie, 

There I couch when owls do cry: 

On the bat's back I do fly 

After fun-ſet merrily, 

Merrily, merrily, ſhall I hve now, 


Under the bloſſom that hangs on the bough. 


B 


The 


4 7 * N 
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18 The FAIRIES. 

The king doth keep his revels here'to night, 
Take heed the queen come not within his fight, 
For Oberon is paſſing fell and wrath, 

Becauſe that ſhe, as her attendant, hath 

A lovely boy, and he would have the child 

Knight of his train, to trace the foreſts wild. 
But make room, Fairy, here comes Oberon. 


FAIRY. | 
And here my miſtreſs; would that we were gone. 


S'C-E..N bk. VB. 
Enter OBERON and his Train at one door. 
QUEEN and ber Train at another. 


OBE R 0 N. 
III met by moon- light, proud Titania. 


QUEEN. 
b What, jealous Oberon? Fairies, ſkip hence, 
3 have forſworn his bed and company. 


ee R ON. 
Why ſhould Titania croſs her Oberon? 
1 do but beg a little changeling boy. 


QUEEN. 
The Fairy-land buys not the child of me; 


His mother was a votreſs of my order, 


And in the ſpiced Indian air by night 


"© <> aoss gt _ 
* 5 
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Full 


Te FAIRTES 1g 
Full often ſhe hath goffipt by my fide ; 
But ſhe being mortal, of that boy did die, 
And for her ſake I do rear up her child, 
And for her ſake I will not part with him. 
OBERON. 
How long within this wood intend you ſtay ? 
.:QUEE N. 
Perchance, 'till after Theſeus wedding-day. 
If you will patiently dance in our round, 
And ſce our moon-light revels, go with us: 
If not, ſhun me, and I will ſpare your haunts. 
OBERON. - 
Give me that boy, and I will go with thee. 
QUEEN. 
Not for thy Fairy kingdom. Elves away, 


&A FR. 
O'er the ſmooth enamell d green, 
Where no print of ſtep hath been, 
Follow me as I ſing, 
And touch the warbled firing. 
[ Exeunt QUEEN and train. 
OB E R ON. 


Well, go thy way; thou ſhalt not from this 
grove, 


Till I torment thee for this injury— 
B 2 My 
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20 Te FAIRIES 


My gentle Puck, come hither; thou remember'ſt 


I ſhew'd thee once a flow'r, fetch me that herb. 


The juice of it on ſleeping eye-lids laid, 
Will make a man or woman madly doat 
_= the next live creature that i it ſees. 


4-23 $17 BA Mon 
In put a girdle round about the earth 


In forty minutes. 


I OY [Exit . 
oOBERON. 
Having once this juice, 
I'll watch Titania when ſhe is aſleep, 
And drop the liquor of it in her eyes : 
The next thing which ſhe waking looks upon, 
She ſhall purſue it with the ſoul of love 
And ere I take this charm from off her fight 
(As I can take it with another herb) 
III make her render up her page to me. 


A ER 
Come, follow, follow me, 
Ye fairy elves that be, 


Oer tops of deu graſs, 
So nimbly do we paſs, 
Me young and tender flalk 
Ne'er bends where we do walk. [Exit. 
| ACT 
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% M 1 
+ open plain, bordered with od 
Buter OBERON. 
OBER ON. 


HO comes here? I am inviſible, 
And I will hear their conference. 


Enter DEmtETRIus, HELENA following bim. 


DEMETRIUS. 
Hence, get thee gone, and follow me no more. 
You do impeach your modeſty too much, 
To leave the city, and commit yourſelf _ 
Into the hands of one that loves you not, 
To truſt the opportunity of night, | 
And the ill counſel of a deſart place. Ho | 


1 HELENA. 
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HELENA. | 
It is not ot night when I do ſee your face, 
Nor doth this wood lack worlds of company, 
For you, in my reſpect, are all the World. 


DEMETRIUS. 4 
Tl run from thee and hide me in the brakes, 
And leave thee to the mercy of wild . 


HELENA. 


The wildeſt hath not ſuch a heart as you; 
Run when you will the ſtory ſhall be chang'd; 
Apollo flies, and Daphne holds the chaſe. 


: DEMETRIUS. | 
I will not ſtay thy queſtions, let me go, 
Or if you follow me, do not believe 


But I ſhall do thee miſchief in the wood. 


A I R. 

| HELENA. 
Love made the lovely Venus burn, 
In vain, and for the cold youth mourn; 
A youth as cold as you, but he 
At leaſt purſued no other fhe. 
So have I ſeen the laſt Clouds pour, 
Into the ſea a uſeleſs ſhower, 


2 | And 


And the vexed ſailors curſe the rain, I 
For which yu nn pray d in vain, 
"L_ De M. and Her. 


\ 


OBERON. 


Fare thee well, | nymph, ere he doth leave this 
grove, | 


Thou ſhalt bay 1 55 and * ſhall ſeek thy love. 
Eo» E N E Il 
Enter Pu UCK. 


W elcome, wanderer, haft thou this flower there? 
PUCK |» 
Ay, there it is. 


OBERON. 


I pray thee give it me; 
I know a bank whereon the wild thyme blows, 
There fleeps Titania, ſome time of the night; 
I with the juice of this will ſtreak her eyes, 
And make her full of hateful fantafies. 
Take thou ſome of it, and ſeek thro this grove; 
A ſweet Athenian lady is in love 
With a diſdainful youth; anoint his eyes, 
But do it when the next thing he eſpies 
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At our queint ſpirits. 


24 De FAIRIES: 
May be the Lady, Thou ſhalt know the man, 
By the Atheman garments he hath on. 
Effect it with ſome care, that he may prove 


More fond of her, than the upon her love. Y 
_— 


SCENE ut. 


Enter QUEEN with ber Train. 


QUEEN. 
Come, now a roundel, and a Fairy ſong: 
Then for a third part of a minute hence, 


Some to kill cankers in the muſk-roſe-buds, 


Some war with rear-mice for their leathern wings, 
To make my ſmall elves coats: And ſome * 
back 

The clamorous owl, that nightly hoots, and wondere 


1 AIR. 


You ſpotted ſnakes with double tongue, 
 Thorny hedgehogs, be not ſeen, 

Ne and blind worms do no wrong, 
Come not near the Fairy Queen. | 


Philomel with melody, 
Sing in your feet lullaby: 
Lulla 
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Lulla, lulla, lullaby, lulla, lulla, lullaby. . 
Never harm, nor ſpell nor charm, 
Come the Fairy's pillow nigh, 
. "| good night with lullaby. 


Weaving ſpiders come not here; 

Hence, you long-legg'd ſpinners, hence * 
Beetles black approach not near, 
Mom nor ſnail do nooffence. 

Philomel with melody 

Sing in your ſweet lullaby, 

Lulla, lulla, lullaby, lulla, lulla, lullaby, 
= Newer harm, nor ſpell nor charm 
Come the Fairy's pillow nigh, 
So good night with lullaby. 
ee Exeunt FAIRIES: 


Enter OBERON,. 
_OBER ON. 
What thou ſeeſt when thou doſt wake 
Do it for thy true love take ; wich 
Love and languiſh for his fake ; ; 
Be it ounce, or cat, or ber, 
Pard, or boar, with briſtled hair, . | 
In thy eye what ſhall appear, 


; | When thou wak ſt it is thy dear; 


Wake when ſome vile thing 1 is near. 


[OBzroN ſqueezes the juice on her eyes, and exit. 
SCENE 


26 De FAIRIES. 
SCENE IV. 


Enter LYSANDER and HERMIA, 


LYSANDER. 


Fair love, you” re faint with n in the 
wood; 


And, to ſpeak truth, I have forgot our way: 
We'll reſt us, Hermia, if thou think it good, 
And tarry for the comfort of the day. 
HERMIA. 
Be't ſo, Lyſander; find you out a bed, 
For I upon this bank will reſt my head. 


LYSAND E R. | 
one turf ſhall ſerve as pillow for us both, 
One heart, one bed, two boſoms, and' one troth. 


DUETTE. 


Net the filver doves that fly, 
 Toak'd in Cytherea's car; 
Are ſo beauteous to the eye, 
Are fo choicely match'd by far. 
Not the Wings that bear aloft 
The gay ſportive God of love, 
Are ſo lovely bright and ſoft, 
Or with more conſent do move. 
| Lys: 
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| LL 98 ANDER. 
There will 1 lie; ſleep give thee all his reſt. 
HERMIA. 
With half that wiſh, the wiſher's eyes be pn | 
as ahh | [They fleep. 
. 
Enter PUCK. 
: - PUCK. 
Through the foreſt have I gone, 
But Athenian find I none, 
On whoſe eyes I might approve, 


This flower's force in ſtirring love: 
Night and filence !' who is here ? 


Weeds of Athens he doth wear; 


This is he my Maſter ſaid, 

Deſpiſed the Athenian maid! 

And here the maiden ſleeping ſound 

On the dank and dirty ground. 

Churl, upon thy eyes I throw, 

All the power this charm doth owe: 

When thou wak'ſt, let love forbid, 

Sleep his ſeat on thy eye-lid : * 

So awake when I am gone, 

For I muſt now to Oberon. [ Exit Puck. 
. | SCENE 
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SCENE VI 
Enter DEMETRIUS, and HELENA following. 


HELENA. 
Stay, tho thou kill me, ſweet Demetrius! 


DEMETRIUS. 
I charge thee hence, and do not haunt me thus. 


* 
O wilt thou, darling, leave me? do not fo. 


DEMETRIUS. 
Stay, on thy peril, I alone will go. 
Exit Drurrzius- 


HELENA. 


Happy is Hermia, whereſoc'er ſhe lies; 
For ſhe hath bleſſed and attractive eyes 
How came her eyes ſo ee not with. ſalt 

tears, 

If ſo, my eyes are oftener wah'd than hers, 
But who is here? Lyſander, on the ground: 
Dead or aſleep, I ſee no blood, no wound: 
Lyſander it you live, good Sir, awake. 


AIR. 


The FAIRIES. 29 


AIR. 


1 k 8 AND E R. 

"des lovely dream, where couldſt thou fud 
= Shades to counterfeit that face; 

Colours of this glorious kind, 

Come not from any mortal place; 

In heaven itſelf thou fure wert dreſt, 
Mitb that angel-hke aſguije, 
Mus deluded am ＋ bleſt, 


And ſee my joy with chſed eyes. 


Tranſparent Helen, nature here ſhews art, 
That through thy boſom makes me ſee thy heart: 
Where is Demetrius ? Oh, how fit a word 

Is that vile name, to periſh on my ſword ? 


Wm IR A. 
Do not ſay fo, Lyſander, ſay not ſo? 

What tho he loves your Hermia, yet you know, 
That Hermia ſtill loves you; then be content. 


LYSANDER | 
Content with Hermia? no, I do repent bo 
The tedious minutes I with her have ſpent; 
Not Hermia, but Helena now I love: 
Who will not change a raven for a dove? 


HELENA. 
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H ELE N A. 

Wherefore was I to this keen mock-ry born? 
When at your hands did I deſerve this ſcorn ? 
But fare you well. Perforce I muſt confeſs, 

I thought you lord of more true gentleneſs. 
4 e HEI NA. 


LVY SAND E R. 
She ſees not Hermia, Hermia ſleep thou there, 
Helen is now Tae 8 only Care.” ” 
l Exit LySANDER. 


SCENE vl. 


HER MIA. 


| Help me, Lyſander, help me, do "op beſt, 
To pluck this crawling ſerpent from my breaſt: 
Ay me, for pity, what a dream was here? 
Lyſander, ſpeak, I almoſt ſwoon with fear; 
Methought a ſerpent eat my heart away, 
And you fat ſmiling at his cruel prey: 
Lyſander, what remov'd? Lyſander,' lord! 
What out of hearing, gone? no ſound, no word! Pr 
Where are J0u, ſpeak? alas! he is not near. 


AIR. 
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AIR. 


Sweet ſootbi⸗ ng hope, 200. e ma 281 cart, 
Transforms our night to day, 
Diſpel the clouds, that wrap my beart, 
With thy enliv ning . 


7 hus when the ſky, with noxious fleams 
Has been obſcur'd a-while, 

The ſun darts forth his pierci ng beams, 
And makes all nature ſmile. le. 


Exit HrRNMIA. 


SCENE VII. 


Enter OBERON and W meeting Puck. 
P U C k. 


Hail, and welcome, gracious king, 
And all the Fairies that you bring; 
But wherefore do you thus delay? 

The gentle night is preſt to pay 
The uſury of long delights, 
She owes to our protracted rites. 


O BER O N. N 
My fairy ſprights, brief be your ſports to night, 
Much buſineſs we have yet to do ere light. 
The queen in ſlumber wrapt near yonder brake, 
At 


32 The FAIRIES. 


At cautious diſtance watch her till ſhe wake; 


Then know, what 'tis that firſt comes in her eye, | 


That ſhe muſt doat on in extremity : 


Her new-born flame will all her thoughts employ, 


Then I for aſking, get her Indian boy. 
This done, I will her charmed eye releaſe 


From viſion groſs, and all things ſhall be peace. 


AIR. 

But you muſt not long del, 
MWor be weary het, 
| There's no time to caſt away, 

Or for Fairies to forget 

The virtue of their feet; 
- Knotty legs and plants of clay. 

Seek for eaſe, and love delay; 

But 7oith you it fiill ſhould fare, 

As with the air, of which n are. 


By the Star's elimmering light, - 
Aided by the glow-worm's fire, 
Every elf and fairy ſpright, 

Hop as light as bird from briar. 
Now, now, begin to ſet 5 
Your ſpirits in an active heat; 
Inſtruct your nimble feet, 

The velvet ground to beat: 


T 
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To-morrow be it ſeen i 
Where we. to-night have ben. 
Sing and dance around this placfe 
rr ²˙—· d 
AIX. 

Now until the break of day, 
Through this wood each Fairy ſtray, 

And your night-ſports celebrate : 

Every Fairy take his gait, 
Trip away, make no flay, 

Meet me all by break of day. Exeunt. 


—9 TT. 
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A FOR RES 7. 


Euter OBrronN and Puck. 


OBERON. 
OW now, mad ſpright, 
What night-rule now about this haunted 
grove ? W 


e 7 V A 
of 


GX U C K. 
My Miſtreſs with a patch'd | ha is in love, 
Near to her cloſe and conſecrated bower, 
This clown with others had rehears'd a play, 
Intended for great Theſeus nuptial day. 
When, ſtarting from her bank of moſly-down, 
Titania wak'd, and ſtraightway lov'd the clown. 


| OBERON. 
This falls out better than I could deviſe. 
But haſt thou latched the Atbeniau's eyes ? 


Puck, 
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ee 
That is finiſh d too; 1 took him heeping; g 
And the Athenian woman by his fide, - SM 
That when he wakes, of force ſhe muſt be ey d. 


% 


8 C E N 1 


Enter DemeTRIVUS and Hau. 

5 OBER ON. 

Stand cloſe, chis is the fame Athenian. 

PUCK. N 
This is the woman, but not this the man. 


bDbEMETRIUs. 
O, * rebuke you him that loves you ſo? 


HERMIA. 


if cha haſt ſlain Lyſander in his ſleep, | 
Then kill me too _ 


The ſun was not ſo true unto the day, 


As he to me. Would he have ſtolen away 2 
From fleeping Hermia? 


It cannot be but thou haſt murder'd Te 
So ſhould a murderer look, ſo dread, ſo grim— 


3 C2 DEM“ 
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DEMETRIUS. 


80 ſhould the "murder'd look, and fo ſhould A 
Pierc'd thro” the heart, with your ſtern cruelty :. 
Vet you, the murderer, Pat” as bright and clear, 


| As yonder Jenus, in her glimmering ſphere. 
ll | AIR. 

| 1% % H "HERMIA. Y 
= How calm's the fey," how undiRlurb d the deep, 
q | Nature is huſhr, the very tempeſts ” TR 
| The drowſy winds breathe gently thro' the frees, 


And filent on the beach repnſe the ſeas : 

Love only wakds, ihr ſlorm that teurs my breit 

For ever rages, and diſtracit my . 

O love, relentleſs love, tyrant accurſt, 

In deſarts bred, ” cruel 7 gers nurſt. 
A” Exit. HERMIA. 
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DEMETRIUS. 
There is no following her in this fierce vein, 
Here, brooding o'er my thoughts, I will remain, 
[Lies down. 


SCENE 
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.* OBERON. vel 16k gabs 
What haſt thou done? thou haſt miſtaken quite, 
And laid thy love: juice on ſome true love's fight; 
About the wood go ſwifter than the wind, 
And Helena of Athens fee thou find. 
By ſome illufion, ſee. thou bring hor here; 
mm charm his eyes againſt ſhe doth . 


e. 
Swifter 8 arrow from the Tartar 8 "My 
1 go, 1 go, look haw I ga. [Exit Fuck. 
OBERO N. T9 , 


Let ſoothing ſound, his ſenſes chain, 
And ſpread. oblivion ger his brain, 3 
[Anoiuia Duuzraius 5 es: 
*A FR: 
Flower of this purple dye, Os 
Hit with Cupid's archery, © 
Sin in apple of his eye; 
When his love he doth eſpy, 
Let her ſhine as glbriouſſy 
As the Venus of the ſhy. 1 
When thou wak ft, if ſbe be . 81 
Beg of her for remedy.” ... 
Enten Puck. 
PUCK. 
Captain of our Fairy band, URN 
Helena is near at hand And 
2 
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And the youth, miſtook by me, 
TAY for a lover's fee. | 


 OBERON. 
Stand aſide: the noiſe they make e Woy-8 
Will cauſe Demetrius to awake. NONE 


73 8 c E N E IN. 


Enter Lysax b ER and Herz. 


LYSANDE R. | 
Why ſhould you think that I ſhould woo in 


ſcorn? _ 
Scorn and deriſion never came in tears. 


Look, when I vow I weep; and vows fo born, 
In their nativity all truth appears. 


HELENA, 
Theſe vows are Hermid' G 


AIR, 
LYSANDER, 
Do not call it fin in me, 
That I am forfworn far thee: _ 
Thou for whom even Jove would 1d fuer 
if | | Juno but an Æthiop were, 
I | And deny himſelf” for Jove, 


. Turning mortal for thy love. 
= lf : 9 5 DEME- 
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DEMETRIUS. (hating. 
O Helen, goddefs! nymph, perfect, divine, 
To what my love, ſhall ] compare thine eyne? 
Cryſtal is muddy; O how ripe in ſhow-. 
TP lips, thoſe kiſſing cherries tempting grow! 


W E L E NA. 
Can you not hate me, as I know you do, 
But you muſt join in flouts to mock me too? 
P 
You love Hermia, therefore with all my heart, 


In Hermid's Jove, I yield you up my part; 
And yours in 1 Helena to me bequeath. 


WEMENA 4-3. 

Never did mockers waſte more + idle breath. 
pkEMETRIVUsV. 

Lyſander, keep thy Hermia, I will none, 


If Cer I lov'd her, all that love is gone. 
And now to Helen it is home returned. 


S EN ER y. 
Enter HER MIA. 


HE RMI A. 


Dark night, that from the eye his function takes, 
The ear more quick of apprehenñon makes: 


C 4 5 Mine 
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Mine ear, I thank it, brought me to thy ſound. 
But why unkindly didſt thou leave me ſoꝰ 


IxSAN DER. er 
W ſhould me ſtay, whom love doth preſs to 6 go. | 


HERMIA. 
What love could preſs Lyſander from my ſide: ? q 


LVYSAN DER. 
Lyſander 8 love, fair Helena. 


HER MIA. 
You ſpeak not as you think: it cannot be. | 


HELENA. 

Injurious Hermia, moſt iſe) maid, 

Have you conſpit'd, have you with theſe contriv'd 
To bait me with this foul derifion ? 

Ts all the counſel that we two have ſhar'd, 

The ſiſter's vows, the hours that we have ſpent, 

When we have chid the haſty-footed time, my 

For parting us: O! and is all forgot. 

But fare ye well, tis partly mine own fault, 
Which death or abſence ſoon mall remedy. 


r 
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Since the neg lecke me, 
And He thus rejects me, 


FAI RAI E $& 4s, 
My pride with my heart t ſhall c contend, 75 
TI quit love for ever, 


Our friendſhi 5 di ver, 
Adi eu to my" Jover end friend. 


My eaſy 5 1 
ö Wour guiles and deceiving, | 
| No more my fond heart ſhall betray; hy 


Til roam deſart places, = 
TI fly human faces, 
From en 5 and love e dir away. | 
85 1 oy [Exit HTN A. 
"4 Y 8 A N D E R. 
Stay, gentle Helena, hear my excuſe; | 
M y love, my life, my foul, fair Helena. 


DEMETRIUS. 
I fay I love her more than thou, Lyſander. 


LYSANDER. 
If thou * ſo, withdraw, and prove it too. 


| DEMETRIUS. 
Quick, come. 


 HERMIA. 
FT whereto tends all this? ane? 
Am not I Hermia ? are not ou Lyſander? 


LysAN= 
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'LYSANDER. 


Therefore be out of hope, for it is true, 
That I do hate th ee, and love Helena. 


[Exeunt Dru. and Lvs. 


oy I R, 
Come pride, love-di iſdaining, 
Hence fighs and complaining, 
Aﬀedti on is baniſh'd my breaſt— 


By nature tho tender, 
To rage I ſurrender 


That heart which fo ft paſſi zn poſſe ef. 


Nen revenge, and ſlighted love, 
Have to a ſerpent cbang d the dove, 
5 Exit. 


8 CE NE VI. 
Enter O 4 F Ro N and PUCK, 
AIR. 

L ' OBERON. 
= Sigh no more, ladies, high no more, 
Men were decei vers ever; 


| 1 One foot on ſea, and one on ſhore, 
| To one thing conſtant never. 
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| This is thy negligence ; ſtill thou miſtakſt: 
Or elſe commit'ſt thy knaveries willingly. 
Thou ſeeſt theſe lovers ſeek a place to fights 

Hie therefore, Fairy, over-caſt the night, 

Then cruſh this herb into Lyſander's eye, 
Whoſe liquor hath this virtuous property, 
To take from thence all error with its might, 
A. make his eye- balls rowl with wonted ſight, | 


PUCK. 
Where is our Fairy Queen, my high-grac'd lord? 


Re; ns 
| Within the wood there, on a daiſy bank 
Sleeping ſhe lies, her patch'd fool by her tide; 
Her dotage now Ido begin to pity, = 
And with this herb will take the charm away: 5 
When next ſhe wakes, all this deriſion 
Shall ſeem a dream and fruitleſs viſion. 
| This, this I'll infuſe, a 
Whoſe ſovereign dews 
Shall clear each film that cloud her fight; 
And you her cryſtal humours bright, 
From noxious vapours purg'd and free, 
Shall be as you were wont to be. 


[Exit OB RON. 


AIR. 


The F AIRI E 8. 
eee K. 
5 PUCK. 
Dy and down, up and dun, 
T will lead them up and down ; 
J am fear'd in field and town, 
Goblin, lead them ay 2nd wow; 


lk. 
SCENE VII. 
Enter OBE RON and QuxEN from the Wood, 


QU EEN. 
0 Oberon ! what viſions have I ſeen! 6 


| 0 B E R ON. 
1 a-while; ; | 
Titania, muſick call, and ſtrike more e dead 
Than ſleep, the ſenſe of all theſe lovers. 


QUEEN. 
Muſick, "es muſick ; ſuch as charmeth ber. 


AIR. 


Orpheus with bis lute made trees, 
And the mountain-tops that fieeze 
Bow themſelves when he did ing: 
; Jo his mufick, plants and flowers 
Ever ſpring, as ſun and ſhowers 
There had made a laſting ſpring. 


OBE 
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OBERON. 5 
Sound, muſick; come, my Queen, take hand with me, 
And rock the ground whereon theſe ſleepers be. 


Dance, and Exeunt. 


N VIII. 


Enter T HESEUS, HiproLITA, Eovvs, ares 


„  THESEVS. 
G0 one of you, find out the foreſter, 
Fer now our obſervation is perform'd; 
And ſince we have the vaward of the . 
My love ſhall hear the muſick of my hounds: . 
Uncouple in the weſtern valley, go, 8 | 
Diſpatch I fay ; but ſoft, what nymphs are theſe? 


1 


EGEUS. n der | 
My lord, this is my daughter here aſleep, 
And this, Lyſander; this Demetrius is, 
onder at their being here . 


THESEUS. 
No doubt they roſe up early, to obſerve 
The rite of May, and hearing our intent, 
Came here in grace of our ſolemnity. 
But ſpeak, Egens, is not this the day 
That Hermia ſhould give anſwer of her choice 7 


* 


Pokus. 


' EGEUS, 

It is, Ss lord. 3 
TES EUS. 

Go bid the huntſmen wake them with their horns, 
n 


Hark, hark, how the hounds and born, 
 Chearly rouſe the lumb'ring morn : 
- From the ſide of yon hoar hill, 
Tro the high wood echoi ng ferill. 


THESEUS. 

| Good-morrow. friends; ſaint e is pot 
Begin theſe wood-birds but to couple now? - 
How cotnes this concord in the world 


That hatred is fo far from jealouſy, . 
To ſleep by hate, and not fear enmity? | 
LYSANDER. 

My lord, I ſhall reply amazedly, 
Half ſleep, half waking; but, as I do think; 
I came with Hermia hither. Our intent 
Was to be gone from Athens, where we might be 
Free from the peril of th' Athenian law, 

EGEUS, | 

Enough, enough, my lord, you have enough ; 
I beg the law, the law upon his head: 
They would have ſtoll'n away, has Bo would, Deme- 

frius, 


Thereby to have defeated you and me. 


. 13 


D- 


They wake, 


10 


12 


1 


12 


W FAIRIES 7 
__ DEMETRIUS. | 
My lord, the joy and pleaſure of mine eye, 


Is only Helena. To her, my lord, 


Was I betrothed ere I Hermia ſas; 
But like a ſickneſs did I loath this food; 
But now in health come to my natural a : 


THE 8 E U 8. | 
Egeus, I will, overbear your will, 


For in the temple, by and by with us, 


Theſe couples ſhall eternally be knit; 
And; for the morning now is ſomething worn, 
Our purpos 'd Hunting ſhall be ſet aſide, 


"DEMETRIUS. 
| Theſe things ſeem ſmall and undiſtinguiſhable, 


Like far-off mountains turned into clouds. 


ATR. 


„„ 
. Love's a tempeſt, hfe's the ocean, 
Piatſſibn croſt, the deep deform; 
Rude and ragi ng tho the motion, 
Virtue fearleſs, braves the florm + + 
Storms and tempeſts may blow over 
And ſubſide to gentle gales; 
So the poor deſpairing lover, 
When leaft hoping, oft prevails, 
Tuxskus. 
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HE SEUS” | N 

Come now (to and Hymen, let us 
Our vows, and then with mirth con 
fortnight hold we folemnity, 70115 H 28 5 
In nightly 
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